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PREFALE

This is primarily a history of The First National Bank
of Geneva on the occasion of its 65th anniversary, Septem-
ber 7, 1907 to September 7, 1972. It also includes a brief
hlgtérv of Geneva, its first settlers, first buildings and
first industries that brought people to this part of the
Fox River Valley.

Thanks to Margaret Allan, curator of the Ceneva His-
torical Society, for much of the information on early
Ceneva.



The firm who had designed and made the bank fixtures
was called in and asked to redesign the interior of the
bank to make more teller windows and more officer space
available, This was accomplished and mwav&dcd for five
teller windows in piaﬁ@ of the @rigxw& *% and needed
officers’ desk space E@fn completion Ea changes, there
was a little less r@@w back of Lhw ot g '3 égt better customer
service was provided.

y 1

Anticipating the need for further expansion, the Board
of Directors authorized the purchase of the &mazi building
to the south of the bam& There is a space between the
two buildings, which by easement, must t be kept open at all
times as a means of ingress and egress to the rear door of
the property to the east of the bank, This created more
of a problem than had been anticipated in the plans for
further expansion,

At the end of 1963, there were 19 bank employees and
the deposits huﬁ br@'ﬁ to $10,814,878.00, Th@ bookkeeping
éapath®§ processed 51,888 checks drawn on the bank in
one month, Automation was G}ﬁg used and ruix%@* USE Was
being studied. The Board of Directors authorized the bank

officers to determine the advisability of a Trust Depart-
ment and what would be required to make application for a
Trust Charter,

Jane Phillips, an aﬁpi@v@e of W ym § Drug Store, wWas
T&»QV@C%&“@ for mﬁ?i@’ﬁﬁﬁf a» the bank bv %ayﬁ€ ﬂmqtrﬂpe,
16 began work on January 2, 1964 and has enjoyed progress
in the banking profession.
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At the annual meeting of shareholders on January ¥,
1964, William Rosenfelder, owner of Ace Hardware; Sol M.
Simo ﬁ. partner snd one uf the founders of the Merra-Lee
Shop; and John G. VanThournout, Cashier of The First
National Bank of Geneva, were elected as Directors.

During the early months of 396@ risits were made to
several area ba .}a to seek ¢m%9fm, on y@ft&iﬂing to the
operation of a Trust 3&@& ent. Sh?* information was pre-

sented to the Board of hzreahnysy and tka} were satisfied
that there was a need and suthorized the officers to make
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] L s AT ot ) o3t g
@m&%a&m‘ﬁh a Trust Charter. The preliminaries, in-
;?%fsg;f;%nw and examinations were m and on October
15, 1964, a @narﬁgguwas granted and Bmil Bergguist was
appointed Trust Officer,

' N&tiﬁﬁﬁl Bank custorers was
uﬁﬁm @a i W service which wes avail-
a&%@wat a&g and asrticles were also
uﬁzi;z&ﬁ, ’nﬁ f:z%t 3aaeuuf in this new departnent was
dated October 30, 1964 aﬁu.wzihﬂﬁhaty the Trust Department
started to grow, proof of the need of this service in the
area,

S

At the beginning of 1965, 1 obvious that more spﬁan
must be provided soon. The pn to the east was de
tely not for sale. Plans were drawn for a buildi
built on the space 23 feet fronting on Second 5t
60 feet ’ﬁﬁﬁpQ The alley between the proposed bu
the bank building still presented a rw 11 py@yﬁam

In April, 196!

aldeymen of the 4 :

for a four-vear term and then accepted
the Geneva Planning Commission,

Gary Miller joined the bank staff on March 1, 1966,
With his educational Eﬁﬁ?g?ﬁhﬂﬁy it was obvious he would

fit in well and would develope in the Trust Department.
ﬁﬁ attended a short session in Trust Department %bf& at

rthwestern University and was &b%lﬂﬂﬁiA*ﬁ the Trust De-
y&??ﬂ@ﬁﬁ uider the guldmnée of Trust Difficer Emil kerg«
giriet,
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Fariy in 1960 the National Tea Company moved to their

new location on %%ﬁt State Street. Their former location
at the comer of North “sér Street and Hamilton Street,
including the .4 and store adjoining to the South

First National Bank of Geneva.

Plans made to remodel the building of 9,800 square
feet of floor space on one floor, 1 1
banking @a:* ity with two drive-up windows and 2
%
be

. 5
walk-up wi Part of the ares mﬂﬁié e excavated to pro-
vzé@'hw“ﬁrﬂamwﬁ stock room, a storage vault, utility room

and lunch room for emplovees.






On the first floor zmzﬁ@ %}@3 12 teller cages, a large
vault with room for 1,000 safety deposit boxes, four safety
box customer booths, & E‘;mm“z»ﬁm room, four ii{}?.f%f@ﬁaﬁ@
rooms, bookkeeping room and bookkeeping ﬁ@;ﬁsm‘tﬁzﬁm vault,

A second 15_‘301“ room over the vault would house the heat and
air conditioning units., In all, a very roomy, workable and

attractive f‘}’mmr facility was planned.

On August 6, 1966, Director John 'Jack Skoglund passed
away, He was the third generation of the *%{wlmm family to
have served on the Board of Directors, and he was a very
energetic, civic-minded young man. He had been appointed to
the Board of Dirvectors following the death of his father in
FTOEA

The work of remodeling the new quarters pro gressed slow-
1v through the winter mﬂﬁm With the spring of 1967 came
the mild weather, and the new banking quarters %mdﬁ T take
shape. The move to the new m.zudmﬂ was gradual with the
d@iﬂ‘@ opening for business on May ,i;a, 1967,

An Open House zs:zm he:,‘},a;fi onJune 15,1967 for neighbor
bankers and on June another event for the general public
was held. The public seemed well pleased with the spacious
and pleasant %ﬁ::i:‘c es, The First National Bank of Geneva
was providing customers with parking, drive-up banking,
undercover walk-up banking as well as complete inside bank-
ing facilities, fize visiting bankers were highly compli-
mentary and some veturned later with their own board menbers,
The method in s«hw}v the available space had been utilized
for customer venience and for %:u}ez«*m officers and ac-
counting was of paz*mwimr interest to them.

Bill Wood retired as President of the bank on June 30,
1967. He retained his appointment as Chairman of the Bos r&
and Emil Bergquist was a@p 1ted President of the bank. John
Vanl %mu*mﬂm: was appointed Vice President and Cashier of the
bank. Gary Miller was appointed Assistant Trust Officer,

All of these a’f‘amum:zzmtg wr@ made at the meeting of the
Board of Directors on July 11, 1967,
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ent was becoming more than busy,

almos syond © em{:zty at times. The officers had
been ; : cent methods of computer application
to do t%“ and Foum veral sources were available,

The newly formed Metro ropolitan Comput apervilie

seemed logical because of the swie ‘ close
proximity,  The bank entered into a Ta h ;is't}f{%

p{}b‘tm on November 8, 1967 and became : L owWner
of the mm'*%tm} There was considerable detail to be
done ’m&%m the cher “%'ws“f accounts could be transferrved, but
all was taken care of and t‘%m transition was made on Novem-
ber 30, 1967. The wealth of information available daily
from the Computer Center proved to be very valuable to the
officers and to the Board f*ﬂ- Bivectors. - Customers state-
ments weve received promptly all in good order with ser
charges m}fﬁm ed and subtracted in the current month. Th:
was just the first step in computer bookkeepi *w which was
applied to other a:%%;sazc*i“mzz?w of the bank with comparable
resiults,

Deposits on December 51, 453 606,00, near-

1y $1,500,000,00 more than D

wocorner of State and
4

The former banking house at t
there %fasa considerable in-

Second Streets was for sale and
terest shown in the property, f Divectors
wanted the ownership to go t ‘ma would con-
tribute to the traffic flow in the ar ;a,, In Mareh, 1968,
the building was sold to Donald and '@mrm Remz*mm and
their dry-cleaning business was moved in after the necessary
remodeling was done,

Assistant Trust Officer Gary Miller tendered his resign-
ation effective October 30, 1968 to accept a position with
a larger institution

&

LA457,115.00,

{:a“}

At the end of 1

868, there were deposits of §
a gain of $2,000, 000,00

during the vear.

On November 1, 1968, a survey of the use of the
drive-up windows was started, The 5,000th customer 1 ._ui the
window on B«acﬁmh@@* 3. It was apparent that the drive-up
gservice wag goin yﬁmﬁzmt}f and plans were approved
for the %ddztm% of two more windows.

’:jva

Marcia Larson joined the bank staff on January 20, 1969,
he had previous banking experience and quic kﬁ; became fami-
liar with the methods of the new emplovery on her way to
appointment as an officer,
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ual shareholders' meeting, J

é’*m racken was added to the Board of 1
of the Board of Divectors dmmedia
»:“a,m were guthorized to seek addit:
close to the bank as possible.

ary 21, 1969,
mwmm Ax

tﬁiﬁ Board of Directors declared a

*:am"@:‘%% by the Comptroller the
lders of the bank, A stock dividend
1 incrsasing the capital to

mm}m to the same amount, a growing
commmity,

£

%

ase was signed fm* the corner across from the bank

he west) on June 3, 1869, This property would provide
wch needed additional patking lot.

ot
e

he rate of intersst on savings a{::wmia was ra

again, this time to 4% effective on July 1, 1969, ‘?;“%E‘Eii

seemed To be for incressed interest yates for the %»m and
0 ]

bank staff on October 6, 1 Q%’yfﬁ
he Boa ’{:’ig he was named Assis
the bank from Peoria, 111+
; : d considerable experience and know-
ledge in the Trust sepu riment of the First Mational Bank of
Peoria, %i{:: was introduced to-the attornevs of the drea
at a dinner meeting and soon had gained a wide acquaintance

in the corner house vacated the property on
969. The buildin 55 WETe mmé and the lot
into & par ‘iﬂi{ lot with a capacity of 2

: g,r was erected to show the lot was intended as a
s:az‘wm&me for bank mbmmr

A contract was signed with Driessen Construction Company
. November 24, 1969 for the construction and installation
of four sheltered drive-up units as designed by Walter Foss
of Chicapge. The units were to be of the new audio-visual
type. A teller and customer may actually see each other and
carry on conver ration by way of mm::www intercom. - The

fa
customer's transaction is carried to the teller and returned

42

014 home goes to make room for ¢ BEW 3 g
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